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however, with six days' rations, half forage for the same time, and forty rounds of extra ammunition per man, to follow if they should be required. No wagons will cross the James River until ordered by you. The whole of the force under Gen. Meade will be under arms at 4 A.M. on the 29th, ready to attack Petersburg or move on to the south side road as circumstances may determine. As against any force now north of the James, you can go to Richmond even without a surprise. If the enemy resists you by sufficient force to prevent your advance, it is confidently expected that Gen. Meade can gain a decisive advantage on his end of the line. The prize sought is either Richmond or Petersburg, or a position which will secure the fall of the latter. Please furnish me a copy of your detailed instructions. I am, General, very respectfully,
From General Butler
Ed. Qra. Dept. Va. & N C., in the Field, Sept. 27, '84
Lieut. Gen. GRANT, Comd'g., &c. TELEGRAM received.   The dispositions are being made. BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Butler
Head Qrs. Army of the Jamea, Sept. 27*A, 10.30 A M.
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Secretary of War
I HAVE just received the order of the Department, Special Orders No. 817, Paragraph 58, detailing Col. Howard of the Quarter Master's department to St. Louis on a board of examination of officers of the Qr. Master's department. Col. Howard is the Chief Qr. Master of the 18th Corps. That Corps is about starting on a march of considerable extent. His presence is most essential to the movement. Is it possible to have the detail changed? Bmr F BuTLBKj
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Army of the James, Sept. 27tfi, 1861, 11.15 A.M.
His Excellency Governor CONEY, State of Maine,
AUGUSTA, MAINE
THE 8th and llth Maine regiments are in my command and are weak. They will require about 500 men each to bring them to full efficiency. Can you not send me a detach-